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ENGINEERING OPEN HOUSE VISITORS 
MARCH 14, 2015 

NURail Project ID: NURail2013-UIUC-E05 
NURail Project title: Grow Our Own Minority STEM Initiative: Partnering in Outreach 
 

To support higher‐speed passenger rail operations between Chicago and St. Louis, a long‐
term effort to consolidate multiple rail corridors through Springfield, IL is underway. Future 
construction of a rail link will allow for a single grade‐separated rail corridor to replace multiple 
routes through the central business district, eliminating multiple roadway grade crossings. 
However, the approved alternative passes within blocks of a high school and impacts minority 
populations in the surrounding community.  

Through a unique partnership, local community leaders saw the proposed rail corridor as 
an opportunity to introduce local youth and minority populations to possible careers in related 
railway transportation, civil engineering and construction fields.  

The “Grow Our Own” Minority STEM Initiative is led by Hanson Professional Services, a civil 
engineering consulting firm headquartered in Springfield. Hanson is joined by the City of 
Springfield, Sangamon County and the Illinois Department of Transportation in administering 
the initiative. Each group has pledged financial support to multiple programs including outreach 
to minorities through the NURail Center. 

One of the features of this initiative is an annual trip to the University of Illinois’ 
Engineering Open House (EOH) event. The EOH on the University of Illinois campus is an 
annual, student-led event featuring two days of exhibits and competitions that showcase the 
engineering students’ various projects or research, and is open to the public at no cost. The main 
aim of this event is to allow students from the College of Engineering to put their projects on 
display, and encourage the community, children and other students to learn more about STEM 
and get involved in engineering.  

By welcoming the Hanson Professional Services Inc. and a group of middle and high 
school students  from Springfield, NURail aimed to foster an interest in Rail and Civil 
Engineering among a younger demographic. The visiting students were able to participate in 
hands‐on activities demonstrating applications of STEM topics to various engineering fields. 
Additionally, they had the opportunity to interact with graduate student research assistants as 
well as professors who are part of the CEE department.  
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THE NURAIL CENTER WELCOMED HANSON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES INC. AND A GROUP OF HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS FROM SPRINGFIELD, IL  TO ENGINEERING OPEN HOUSE ON THE ILLINOIS  CAMPUS ON 

SATURDAY, MARCH 15.  THIS IS THE SECOND YEAR THAT NURAIL HAS SPONSORED A GROUP.  
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